
 SS 7:  Our Collective Past pg. 11 Answer Key 
 

1. What may people find out by learning their human history?( 2 marks) 
 We find out who we are as members of the human family. We find out why they happened and how 
those things affected the world both in the past and today. 

 
Our Common Needs pg. 11 

2. What are some common human needs? (Neatly list them below)( 6 things, 6 marks) 
Water and food, a way to clothe ourselves, somewhere to live(shelter from cold, rain, wind, 

heat), safety from danger, we need things to look forward to that provides hope and meaning...etc: 
birthdays, xmas, etc. 

 
3. Using your personal brain, please explain the difference between actual “needs” and “wants”?( 

2 marks) 
Needs are things that are necessary for survival such as food, shelter, etc.  Wants are something 

that seem necessary, but will not positively affect survival...such as a new phone vs. an older one, a new 
game console, etc. 

 
4. When people are safe, they are free to do what? Please explain.( 2 marks) 

When we are safe, we can care for other needs...instead of having to look over our shoulder continually 
for protection, we can gather food, build a shelter, etc.  Hiding from danger prevents us from properly tending 
to other needs. 
 
 
The Tools and Methods We Use pg. 12 

5. What is technology?( 1 mark) 
Tools we make and use...it can range from a sharpened wooden spear tip to a new smart phone. 

 
6. Please list some early discoveries and inventions that humans have made in the past?( 3 marks) 

Fire, the wheel, pulleys and levers, etc. The more tools available to us, resulted with an increased pace 
in changes. 
 

7. In early societies, who were usually in charge?( 1 mark) 
Historically and often even today, powerful rulers were in charge. 

 
8. Who usually made the laws?( 1 mark) 

Religious leaders made the laws...common people(us) had little say in their lives. 
 
 

9. What did many rulers try to build for the people over time?( 3 marks) 
Many did try to build a better future for their people through education, fair laws and order. 

 
10. What is democracy and why is it important for society?( 2 marks) 

A form of government in which power lies with the people, who vote to elect representatives. 
 
 
 



Trade pg. 13 
11. What benefits did trade provide people, especially when trade started to include far-off lands?( 3 

marks) 
People learned new ideas and acquired different foods, goods and tools. Such as grains that expanded 

a society’s ability to feed itself. 
12. What is a “global marketplace”, what does it mean?( 2 marks) 

We can trade the goods we make for goods made practically anywhere. We buy and sell to trading 
partners all over the world to keep our economy healthy. 
 

13. What does a “country’s economy” mean?( 2 marks) 
Is that country’s wealth and resources. 

 
Communications pg. 13 

14. How were messages spread in early days, and why was messages over long distances 
difficult?( 2 marks) 
Messages were passed by word of mouth from person to person.  Getting messages to people far 

away was often difficult and meant a long journey. 
 

15. Please provide an example on how earlier societies would spread a message over long 
distance?( 1 mark) 
Early societies in Africa spread messages over long distances via drumbeats. 

 
16. What were written languages first recorded on?( 4 marks) 

Clay, stone, leather and plant fibres(cloth or paper). 
 
 

17. Today, how  do we electronically communicate, also how quick is this mode of 
communication?( 2 marks) 
Email, text and this connects around the world in seconds . 

 
18. What is the internet?( 3 marks) 

A vast computer network with information from governments, businesses, and universities. 
 

19. Where are computers connected to the internet these days?( 4 marks) 
Homes, workplaces, schools and libraries. 

 
20. What are the benefits to Canadians using computers and the internet?( 2 marks) 

We can tap into huge stores of knowledge and expertise...we can learn about anything we are 
curious about with the internet. 


