Ancient Egypt
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Egyptian Religion

e POLYTHEISM: the belief in
many gods.

* MONOTHEISM: the belief in
one god.

Egyptian gods co



Egyptian Religion

AMON-RE (RA ): most important god; the sun god; depicted
as a hawk he .;_“'o

OSIRIS: god of Ie and the Dead; bearded green faced
man in pplngs

ISIS: s;a'wmgs horns or hieroglyphics on head.

SE orother of Osiris; head of an unknown
i |opotamus or a blackpig.
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Story of Osiris

» Killed by his evil brother
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Egyptian Afterlife
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Egyptian Afterlife

e Egyptians f‘g’ d forward to their afterlife and
planne r life after death.

* PYF hal tombs for the kings.
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Pyramid (Interior View)

The Passages and Chambers Inside the
Great Pyramid

A Entrance, B Descending passage, C Ascending passage
D Grand Gallery, E Antechamber, F King's Burial Chambear
G Stress-relieving chambers, H Diagaonal shafts anentated

towards the stars of Orion, | Diagonal shafts orientated

towards the north pole stars J '‘Queen's Chamber’, K "Well Shaft,
L Subterranean Chamber



Egyptian Burial Process




Mummification




Burial Process

* Remove brain t ,f’;f': nostrils * Paint face.
with a hook and _‘ away.  Wrap body in bandages with
* Remove | Z S’except AMULETS (objects worn to
for hes "j g‘_, i bring good luck or avert bad
* Ren > 1ace with luck.)
— ANKH: symbol of eternal
life
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Book of the Dead
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Egyptian Writing

* HIEROGLYPHICS Egyptlan writing
e DEMOTIC: s L oler hieroglyphics
* SCRIBE: ¢ ho « Guld read and write in ancient Egypt.

e Hierog o uld be carved into stone or wood and later
WT US Egyptlan paper.
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Egyptian Hieroglyphics
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Egyptian Government

* PHARAOH: the ruler of
ancient Egypt. It means
“Great House.” He was all
powerful and claimed to be a
living god, a descendant of
the sun god, Amon-Re.

* DYNASTY: ruling fa
~* VIZIER: a chief min
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Old Kingdom of Egypt
(2700 B.C. - 2200 B.C.)
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Step Pyramid of King Djoser
at Saqqhara
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Great Sphinx

SR
M = -




Great Sphinx




Middle Kingdom
(2050 B.C. - 1800 B.C.)

Pharaohs gave more rights to the
common people.

Lower class gained the right to be
mummified.

Period of great trade and contact
with outsiders.

HYKSOS invaders from West Asia| 2y
that conquered Egypt They were || $A ¥
the first to use horse drawn N,
chariots They ruled Egypt for 200
yvears. They taught the Egyptians
military skills but were conquered
in 1570 B.C.




New Kingdom
(1570 B.C. - 1090 B.C.)

e Peak of Egyptian power.

e EMPIRE a group of
territories or people
controlled by one ruler.

* Also known as the EMPIRE
AGE, Egypt built great
wealth though trade and
conquering of lands.

e HATSHEPSUT first woman
ruler known to history.

D S——— (Married to Thutmose IIl)

NEFERTITI: wife of Amenhotep IV
and the mother-in-law of King
Tutankhamon.




Famous Egyptians
from the New Kingdom

» THUTMOSE Il Conguered lands bringing Egypt to its largest size.

* THUTMOSE IV Legend states he was not in line to be pharaoh but the
Sphinx spoke to him and told him to dig it out of the sand and he would rule.
He built the famous OBELISKS tall pointed 4 sided stone pillars tapering to a
pyramid top with carved hieroglyphics.

* AMENHOTEP IV Pharaoh who brought monotheism to Egypt “He
worshipped the god ATON and ordered Egypt to do the'same. He changed
his name to AKENATON to honor his god.

* TUTANKHAMON 8 year old “BOY KING” also known as'KING FUT He ruled
for 10 years until his suspicious death. He reverted Egypt back to polytheism
but is most famous for the discovery of his burial tomb in the VALLEY OF THE
KINGS (THEBES) in tact and filled with riches, when most others were looted
by grave robbers.

 RAMSES Il The last great (powerful) ruler of ancient Egypt He is the
pharaoh believed to be associated with Moses. After his rule, Egyptian
power declined and was subject to invasion.



Thutmose Il




Obelisks

Egyptian Obelisk Washington Monument



Amenhotep/Akenaton
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Curse of King Tut’s Tomb

HOWARD CARTER archeologist . ol
who discovered King Tut’s tomb in 8 8= - =
1922. Bl
Tomb included a solid gold coffin, a |
gold mask, jewelry and other
artifacts which are now housed in e & 5 o
the Egyptian Museum in CAIRO: it
Egypt’s capital. b
LORD CARNAVRON financed the
excavation of King Tut’s tomb He
died of blood poisoning perhaps
caused by an insect bite.

There was supposedly evidence of

an insect bite on the King Tut’s
mummy’s cheek. Carter & Carnavron

ey
4 -
N




Curse of King Tut’s Tomb

* A canary sent into the pharaoh’s
tomb was eaten by a cobra.

e There was a power failure in Cairo
at the time of Lord Carnavron’s
death.

~ ¢ Carnavron’s dog howled and died
- the same day. .;

~* Curse written inside tomb: "
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King Tutankhamon




Entrance to King Tut’s Tomb




King Tut’s Tomb
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Carter Telegram

10: LORD CARNARVON
FROM: HOWARD CARTER

“AT LAST HAVE MADE WONDERFUL DISCOVERY
IN VALLEY; A MAGNIFICENT TOMB WITH SEALS

INTACT; RE-COVERED SAME FOR YOUR ARRIVAL;
CONGRATULATIONS.” |

CARTER




Theory on King Tut’s Death

* There are several theories on the death of King Tut including a

brain tumor, lung disease or poisoning.

He may.been hit in the back of the head; evidence of a blood
clot was found at the base of his skull which would indicate a
blow from a blunt instrument.

AY- Tut’s vizier who succeeded him to the throne (Tut had
no children); he seized the crown and proclaimed himself
king.

HOREMHAB Tut’s general who became pharaoh after Ay
ruled for only 4 years; had Tut’s and Ay’s names taken off of
official records.

ANKHESPATON Tut’s wife she did not have a child to take
care of her; she did not want to marry Ay, a servant. She could
have gotten close enough to poison him...however she
disappears???



Cleopatra

 CLEOPATRA: the last
pharaoh of Egypt and lover
of Julius Caesar. She tried to
restore Egypt to greatness
but she was conquered by
the Roman Empire and
committed suicide with
lover, Mark Antony. She
poisoned herself with an
asp.




Social Classes

e Social classes in Ancient Egypt were almost always
determined by birth.
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Egyptian Social Classes
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Upper Class of Society:

 The upper class ran the
government and religion.

 Pharaoh was all powerful;
seen as a living god on
earth.

* Priests and priestesses
were important and had
great influence because life
revolved around religion.

— They knew how to
please the gods and
help the dead into the
afterlife.




Upper Class of Society




Middle Class of Society

ss included skilled workers such as
archants, and doctors.

e The middle c
scribes, ¢

e The

Sc i’*\ respected because very few could read

“"‘é jded goods and services.



Lower Class of Society

The lower class did the physical labor.

Most Egyptians were peasant farmers but there were also
many slaves.

The peasant farmers farmed most of the year but spent the
flooding season serving the pharaoh by working on the
pyramids, palaces, temples, etc...

The slaves were mostly foreigners who weresbrought back to
Egypt as prisoners of war.

The slaves had the hardest life.
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Women in Ancient Egypt

* Egypt gave respect and rights
to women; many women held
a high status in Egypt.

* The queen was greatly
respected and sometimes
ruled jointly with her
husband; Egypt even had a
woman ruler!

* Rights of women: own, buy
and sell property and goodes,
testify in court, inherit
property, right to seek a
divorce, conduct legal
business deals, etc...




Women in Ancient Egypt

« Some women held jobs outside
the home:  priestess
doctor
man
e




Egyptian Education

* The first schc :{ —were to  They would study history,
train priests in ___“ geography, literature, religion,
— They: 1t re dmg and  math, surveying and
w N fI— ) engineering, medicine,
pharaoh accounting, and legal /letter
ome bY writing.
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Egyptian Education

* Girls were not allowed to
attend school; they learned
what they needed at home
from their mothers.

* Papyrus was expensive so
students took' notes on
pieces of broken pottery.

* There was strict discipline
in schools.




Egyptian Education
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* A scribe was the most
highly educated and
respected job in Egypt.

* There was some higher
education for those who
could afford to specialize.
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Scientific Accomplishments

- Egyptians were tt e first to
survey la J" r flooding
season, hre H'Ed a
form of g
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Scientific Accomplishments
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